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students	of	 color	 to	 the	deficit	 being	predominantly	White	 institutions	 (PWIs).	
Previously,	 there	was	carte	blanche	 labeling	of	students	of	color	as	 the	ones	 in	

















We	 then	 provide	 reflections	 on	 the	 emotional,	 social,	 intellectual,	 mental,	 and	
psychological	effects	of	our	own	higher	education	experiences	attending	PWIs.	





	 Developmental education	 is	 used	 as	 a	 theoretical	 framework	 and	 to	 aid	 in	
discussing	the	academically	underprepared	college	student	and	the	experiences	of	
African-American	students	in	PWIs.	Historically,	remediation	education	has	always	






























































Academically Underprepared College Students





















access	 and	 quality	 education	 cannot	 coexist	 (Boylan,	 2002).	 Hence,	 there	 is	 a	


































students	 regardless	of	 the	 level	of	academic	preparedness	or	 their	 racial	 status.	
Those	lessons	gleaned	from	HBCUs	ought	to	provide	a	model	for	understanding	
how	students	of	color’s	college	life	affect	their	academic	success.
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child-rearing	 practices,	 cultural	 values,	 and	 growing	 up	 as	 a	 person	 of	 color	 in	
American	should	create	different	developmental	dynamics	for	students	(Herndon	&	
Moore,	2002).	In	other	words,	the	cultural	differences	are	too	strong	to	be	ignored.
Factors Contributing to the Academic Success






































































































































































Narrative Three: Beyond Expectations—








	 I	 remembered	 my	 excitement	 about	 leaving	 home	 and	 finally	 gaining	 my	

































































	 Perhaps	what	 led	 to	my	solid	undergraduate	record	was	 the	mentoring	and	
guidance	I	received	from	my	Department	advisor.	From	the	first	day	I	sat	down	in	
his	office—a	space	befitting	a	chemist	with	beakers,	Bunsen	burners,	and	a	bumper	


































	 Graduate	 school	 in	 general	 and	 Baylor	 in	 particular	 taught	 me	 some	 very	






























































Our Experiences Looking through
















































to	 individual	 differences	 and	 special	 needs	 among	 learners,	 assessing	 cultural	






Cultural Responsive Holistic Strategies











	 One	example	of	 this	principle	 in	action	 is	 the	Early	College	High	School,	





















	 Developmental	 education	 advisors	 should	work	with	 schools	 to	 encourage	
students’	college-readiness	by	guiding	 juniors	 to	plan	on	rigorous	senior	years.	























































education.	Thus,	 another	 important	 role	 of	 developmental	 education	 should	 be	
to	hold	colleges	and	universities	accountable	for	creating	a	more	racially	diverse	
















































Conversations about race by African American faculty and students on the journey to 
the professorate	(pp.	181-191).	New	York:	Peter	Lang.
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